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PTA Tool Kit
Show that you value your children’s education by getting involved. Your interest is a key part of their school’s success. And your participation in your kids’ education will pay off in the future. Just by being interested and involved, you will instill a respect for learning and inspire your children and their teachers to excel. Hands-on parents simply make schools better. Spend time in your child’s classroom. You will appreciate what their teachers do. And your children will see the partnership you have with their teachers and school.

PARENT LETTER: Customize this letter for membership outreach

Dear Parents,

Nothing will mean more to your child than seeing you at their school. What a powerful message you are sending when you volunteer your time! By doing so, you will be demonstrating that your child’s education is important to you. Not only that, volunteering provides you with the opportunity to get to know our school’s staff and teachers, and to meet other parents working for a common goal: to make this the best school and educational experience possible!

Here at [                ] school we are fortunate to have a very active PTA/PTO that supports our school and the many activities offered. Some of those activities include (for example: funds for library and art materials, additional computers and field trips, etc.).

There are many chances for you to get involved, be it direct classroom involvement or throughout the school. No matter what your interest, skills or talents, there is sure to be a volunteer opportunity right for you. No amount of time you give is too small. All parents, including working parents, can volunteer. Many of our members are employed full time outside of the home.

Make sure to fill out the volunteer form when your child brings it home. You also can find information about volunteering on our school website at [                   ] .
Your support makes the difference! 

Sincerely,

Your PTA President

National PTA website:

http://www.pta.org
Customize and submit these articles for your PTA newsletter
Motivating Your Child  
Your presence at your child’s school as a volunteer will be a bigger motivating factor for your child than you might think. You may not realize it, but she, as well as the others in the classroom, keenly observes what you do.

It will make her feel good to see that you care enough about her to help out in her class or elsewhere at her school.

According to the National PTA, when you are involved, your child achieves greater success.

 Ways You Can Help  
Help your child succeed by instilling classroom values. Important steps to being a good student include listening and taking part in class discussions, asking questions, and handing his homework in on time.

Make it easy to study. Create an area that works for your child. Do they work best at a desk in a quiet area of their room? Or is the dining room table a better place to work? Does music distract them, or help them focus? Help your child determine what works best for them.
Stress the importance of goal setting. A new school year is a perfect time to sit down with your kids and help them set goals. Have them write their goals down – or help them with that if they are too young. Try to let them come up with the ideas for their own goals as much as possible.

Help your kids manage their time. At the beginning of the school year, it’s easy to sign up for too many activities, events and committees. You need to determine how many different things each child will participate in. When will you have dinner together as a family? When will homework be done? For what chores is each family member responsible, and when will they be done? Create a family calendar in a centralized location so everyone is aware of the day’s activities.
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